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On April 28, Attorney General Jorge Carpizo announced a new program designed to reduce
hijackings of commercial and private vehicles and to combat trafficking of drugs and weapons
on the nation's highways. According to Carpizo, an integral part of the program dubbed
"Precos" (Puntos de Revision Carreteros, or Highway Revision Points) will be to establish inspection
posts and increase police presence on federal highways throughout Mexico. Carpizo admitted
that the new police inspection stations will result in some traffic delays, but he emphasized that
inconveniences for motorists are a small price to pay to improve public safety. He added that under
the Precos program, the federal government is committed to assisting state governments with
investigation and prosecution of hijackers and traffickers of arms and drugs. According to statistics
from the Federal Highways and Ports Police (Policia Federal de Caminos y Puertos, PFCYP), 90% of
the crimes committed on Mexican highways in 1991 and 1992 involved robbery. In fact, a growing
number of incidents on highways connecting the US-Mexico border with Mexico City have involved
hijackings of trucks loaded with imports. The problem had grown to such an extent that officials
from the US Department of Transportation (DOT) early in 1993 requested that Mexico boost its
police presence on the Monterrey-Mexico City freight corridor. Transportation company sources
have reported a high number of hijackings in the region south of Monterrey and north of San Luis
Potosi. According to the Attorney General's Office (Procuraduria General de la Republica, PGR),
another active area for the highway bandits has been the Tamaulipas east- west highway between
Matamoros and Reynosa, a route used by many trucks carrying products destined for the US. In fact,
the PGR said one of the first new police inspection posts is planned for this road. (Sources: Journal of
Commerce, 03/09/93; El Universal, La Jornada, Notimex, Agence France- Presse, 04/28/93)
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